The Morocco Problem

that the route to India would be imperilled if the Atlantic
and Mediterranean coasts of Morocco were to fall into the
hands   of one   of the  European Powers.   Besides,   Great
Britain  possessed   considerable  commercial interests  there.
However, in 1904 France and Britain decided to settle their
differences and come to an arrangement about matters out-
standing in various parts of the world.    A convention was
signed in April by Lord Lansdowne and Monsieur Delcass6
relating to Newfoundland, West Africa, Siam, Madagascar,
the New Hebrides, Egypt and Morocco.   To the public
declaration regarding the two latter countries secret articles
were attached offering a free hand to France in Morocco in
exchange for non-interference on the part of France in Egypt,
and taking into account a sphere of influence for Spain.   In
the autumn France and Spain signed a public declaration also
with secret articles laying down in certain eventualities Spain's
sphere of influence in Morocco, with a proviso that Spain
should not exercise her right of action except with the consent
of France for a period of fifteen years.   As early as 1900
Monsieur Delcass6, having agreed with Italy to give her a
free hand as regards Tripoli, had proposed to Spain a partition
of Morocco.   At that time the Segasta Cabinet were un-
willing to adopt these suggestions and resigned.   The Silvela
Cabinet which followed refused to pursue the matter out of
consideration for British views.   In that year France annexed
the Tuat oases, to which Morocco laid a nominal claim, but
in the years 1901 and 1902 France signed agreements with
the Sultan declaring attachment to Moroccan independence
and to ensure peace in the Moroccan Algerian frontier regions.
During these years nevertheless uprisings against the authority
of the Sultan Abdul Azziz occurred and he began contracting
loans with French financiers.   In September 1903 Biilow
learnt from Queen Maria Cristina of Spain, who was then
on a visit in Vienna, that the principal features of ^ Treaty
of Demarcation regarding Morocco had been arranged.   The
Chancellor thereupon enquired from Spain whether Germany
was to receive a share or compensation, but he received only
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